
 

 

 

The Dane Quarterly  

Meet Brandi Bass: 

“My life with, and love of, Great Danes 
started from my first moment of life. I 
was born into a family consisting of my 
mom, my dad, and Kane (our Black 
male Dane). He was like my older 
brother, and we even shared the same 
birthday. Kane lived 14 wonderful years. 
After Kane came Stardust. He was a 
beautiful Harlequin male who was a 
blessing in my life for 7 years. I currently 
share my life with 2 wonderful boys: 
Domino, a merle Dane, and Duke, a 
fawn Boxer. There is never a dull 
moment with the two of them around. 
My love for the breed has lead to an 
interest in conformation dog shows. I 
joined the Great Dane Club of 
Oklahoma in 2008. I look forward to 
learning even more about the breed 
that I love so much, as well as being 
apart of the responsible and ethical 
breeding of quality Great Danes.” 

Left: Kim and Adam Felix and their gorgeous Danes. 
Right: Domino (Dane) and Duke (Boxer), Brandi Bass’ four-legged children 

Meet Kim Felix: 

“My giant love for Great Danes started 
when Adam (my future husband) bought a 
pet mismark black girl when we were still 
teens.  From there, with a partner, I 
became involved in conformation for over 
a decade and was involved in finishing a 
number of Champions and pointing others.  
Now I am temporarily retired from showing 
and have become interested in Rally.  My 
family consists of Adam and I and 5 fawn 
and brindle furkids.  We are both native 
Texans that moved to Oklahoma in 2006.  I 
am looking forward to being an active 
member of the GDC of Oklahoma.” 
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2008 was full of many memorable and important moments within the Great Dane 
Club of Oklahoma.  Below are some highlights of the year that was. 

Sanctioned A match in May at Shawnee 
Judge - Linda Cain 
Best in Match - Valhalla's Elan Valkyrie HolleDane, Elke 
 
Sanctioned A match in December, OKC 
Judge - Kari Smith 
Best in Match - EIO's Hail Storm of Apollo - Hailey 
 

 

2008 Great Dane Club of America National Specialty 
 
Futurity Placements 
DaneD'Coeur's Chasing the Storm, Chase, - 3rd in 5-7 month 
HolleDane's Sisco Kid v Sligo, Brando, - 1st in 9-12 month 
 
Class Placements 
EIO's Hail Storm of Apollo, Hailey, 2nd in 6-9 month black 
Valhalla's Elan Valkyrie HolleDane, Elke, 3rd in Bred By Exhibitor 
 
Award of Merit 
BISS CH Orion's EZ Cash, HOP, AOM, Felicity 
 
Meet the Breed Booths Educational Activities 
OKC Summer Canine Classic Shows, July 
AKC Canine Experience, Stillwater, September 
 

A Recap of the year that was… 2008 



 

 

GDC of Oklahoma Awards Banquet 

Submitted by Renea Crowell 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The Great Dane Club of Oklahoma Awards Banquet was a great evening. It was 
held Jan. 17th at Poblano Grill in Midwest City. We began the evening with a 
short welcome speech from me before we had dinner. After the great dinner we 
began our awards ceremony. Below are our winners. 
 
2008 New Titleholders - Dane D'Coeur's Summer Saraphina CD 
 
2008 New Champions -  CH. Summit View Stand By Me, BISS CH. HolleDane's 
Wizard Of OZ, CH. Dane D'Coeur's Summer Spirit, CH. Turbo's She's Got The Look, 
CH. Orion Turbo Charged Hemi. CH. Summit View Smooth Sailing, CH. Summit 
View Smooches Gracias of Anre 
 
2008 Top Obedience Dane - Dane D'Coeur's Summer Saraphina CD - finishing the 
year ranked as the #9 obedience Dane! 
 
2008 Top Sire - CH. Turbo's Mr BigStuff v Holle,CGC - with 2 titled get for the year 
 
2008 Top Dam - Tosca Liberte - with 2 tilted get for the year 
 
2008 Best Opposite Sex - CH. Turbo's She's Got The Look 
 
2008 Top Club Dane - BISS CH. HolleDane's Wizard of OZ - with 91 breed points for 
the year 
 
2008 Top Club Breeders - We had a tie for top breeder : Carl and Tracy Purser - 
Turbo Danes, Bill and Beverly Ballard - Dane D'Coeur.  They each had 2 titled get 
the year 
 

 

 



 

 

Awards Banquet continued… 

Our "Special Awards " 
 
Dane Diplomat - This award is given to the dog that exhibits the wonderful 
temperament that our beloved breed has and does well at our public functions. 
This year the award went to CH. Sky aka CH. Orion's Turbo Spirit in the Sky.  She 
caused quite a commotion at our meet the breed booth in OKC and enjoyed 
every minute of it, not to mention she showed her heart out in the Veterans Class 
that same day. Like she had never left the show ring. She is very deserving of such 
an award. 
 
Great Dane Nobility Award - This award goes to someone that shows the nobility 
of our members in every aspect of the sport.  The recipient was Betsy Phelan.   
Below is the wonderful speech given by Teri Holle when presenting the award: 
“When we first started the Nobility Award, I thought it was just a cute statue that 
would be fun to rotate among the club members. Then as I watched it being 
presented and received, I realized it has a much deeper and more meaningful 
than I had thought. It was an awesome task to select who among us would 
receive it this year. Being “Noble” means being majestic, doing acts of kindness, 
expressing good will, setting an example, being worthy of respect/honor, taking a 
risk, putting others before self, etc. So I started watching our club members to see 
who exemplified these traits the most. Unsurprisingly, we are a noble group. After 
all, Great Danes are the most noble of breeds, who would own a Dane, but the 
most noblest of people. Eventually, one of us stood out in my observations, as 
being the most noble. This person has sacrificed her own time for our club and for 
others. She gives willingly of herself and goes to great lengths to make things 
happen that would benefit the breed. She has served as a mentor and example. 
When I was suffering through some personal doubts, she was the first to provide 
encouragement. She is the person who has led us to distinction in a variety of 
ways – our most noble leader – Betsy Phelan.” 
 
Dane Coup Feather -   In many Native American cultures, an act of bravery was 
rewarded with the right to wear an eagle feather, called a “coup” feather. Coup 
(pronounced coo) was a French word used by trappers meaning to touch or to 
strike.  Coup established positioning in the tribal honor system and represented a 
risk that was deliberately chosen .Today coup is counted when you “strike” with 
stinging words or make a brilliant sudden move.  Coup represents doing 
something with honor in support or defense of something important to you, your 
family, your community or country.   The Great Dane Club of Oklahoma gives out 
the Dane Coup Feather as a rotating award in recognition of those who support 
and defend our breed.  The member who receives the Dane Coup Feather this 
year, must hold the feather in honor and then find someone within the club who 
deserves the honor next year.  The Dane Coup Feather will remain in a protective 
box to be passed on each year to someone who has been witnessed supporting 
and protecting the Great Dane breed. 
 
I had the honor of receiving the award from Brian and Donna last year. This year I 
passed it to a person that I have gotten to know better this year and have 
learned a lot from. She is quiet - most of the time - and has done a wonderful job 
for the club, it's members, and the breed - Tracy Purser. It has been my privilege 
to learn from her and call her my friend for many years to come. 
 
Thanks to everyone who was able to come and a special thanks to Teri Holle and 
Beverly Ballard for helping me with all the arrangements and keeping me from 
stressing out!!! It was a great banquet and awesome evening with friends.  

 



 

 

Educational Corner  

The Importance of Puppy Socialization 

 
By Arliss Paddock 

 
From the very start, a puppy learns important lessons through his experience of 
the world around him. Even in the first few weeks as he snuggles with his dam, 
wrestles with his littermates, and is handled by his breeder each day, the 
personality traits and social skills that he will have all his life are beginning to form. 
As the weeks go by, exposure to a variety of experiences is crucial to his 
becoming a well-rounded adult. Studies have shown that a puppy’s experiences 
in the first three months of life strongly influence what kind of companion he will 
grow to be and how he will react to the world. Will he shy away from children? 
Will he be afraid of people in hats? Will he be aggressive toward other dogs? Or 
will he be easygoing and adaptable in a variety of situations? 
Perhaps surprisingly, failure to properly expose a young puppy to certain situations 
or types of people during this brief early period can result in his being forever 
fearful of them as an adult. Early socialization—or the lack of it—is a vital 
determinant of a dog’s lifelong behaviors. Without proper socialization, it is 
unlikely that a pup will become the adult dog he could have been, whether as a 
competitor in canine events or as a happy, well-adjusted pet. 
Windows of Opportunity 

But what exactly is “proper socialization”? Socialization is the process of exposing 
a puppy from early on to as wide a variety of environments, situations, animals, 
and types of people as can be done safely and without causing trauma to the 
pup. 
Canine-behavior researchers have found that there are several crucial 
“socialization windows” in the first year—limited periods during which the pup is 
receptive to the lifelong benefits of exposure to new things. Of these periods, the 
earliest—the first 12 weeks of life—is the most critical. According to the American 
Veterinary Society of Animal Behavior (AVSAB), sociability outweighs fear during 
this period, making it “the primary window of opportunity for puppies to adapt to 
new people, animals, and experiences.” This period is when the pup first learns to 
accept and enjoy the company of people, to behave appropriately around 
other dogs, and to experience the differing aspects of the world around him 
without fear. 
Soon after 12 weeks, most pups will enter a fear-prone period in their 
development. After this point, if the pup has not been well socialized it may be at 
best permanently difficult for him to adapt to certain unfamiliar experiences. 
“Basically, an adult dog’s temperament and behavior habits, both good and 
bad, are shaped during puppyhood—very early puppyhood,” says veterinarian 
and leading animal behaviorist Dr. Ian Dunbar, author of Before & After Getting 
Your Puppy. Further, Dunbar notes that behavior issues are the number-one cause 
of relinquishment to shelters. 
Thus it is essential that as a breeder you understand the importance of 
socialization. Although its benefits continue throughout (and beyond) the first 18 
months of the dog’s life, remember that the most critical socialization period 
ends at 12 weeks, so the bulk if not all of this most-vital groundwork is up to you.   
Strategies 

What can a breeder do to properly socialize each pup? The starting point is for 
the litter to be raised within a home environment with frequent human contact, 
rather than secluded in the yard or a kennel. This is the first step in ensuring that 
the pups will be prepared for life in a household, with all the sounds, smells, and 
hustle-and-bustle that this entails. 

 

 



 

 

Educational Corner Continued… 

Some breeders will move a litter from room to room on progressive weeks, to 
change the scene and familiarize the pups with such varied sounds as those of 
the dishwasher, television, and washer-dryer. Others like to situate the puppy pen 
near the home’s center of activity, so the pups are exposed to comings and 
goings and hear a variety of human voices. 
The litter should be accustomed to human touch from the start. Most breeders 
pick up each puppy at least daily, usually to weigh or otherwise inspect them 
and assess their condition. Puppies can be gently held in different positions and 
get used to having different parts of their body handled. 
“My puppies are handled every day from birth,” says longtime English Cocker 
Spaniel breeder Betty Ganung. “I start trimming their nails at 2 weeks, and by 5 
weeks they are introduced to clippers and have toys to play with and some 
individual playtime.” 
As puppies mobilize themselves and begin exploring, it’s important that they 
experience a wide variety of textures, stimuli, and challenges. Experienced 
breeders recommend providing a variety of surfaces for the pups to walk on, such 
as carpeting, slippery floors, and bumpy terrain. Have the pups learn about stairs. 
Set up “obstacle courses” for them to figure out and climb up and down or 
through, and include unstable elements that (safely) tip or wobble underfoot. 
Provide toys in a range of sizes, shapes, and materials. 
Take the pups on frequent short trips in the car. Bring them into large buildings if 
possible, and, once they are vaccinated, to a variety of parks and outdoor 
situations where they can safely meet other dogs and encounter other animals. 
“100 People by 12 Weeks” 

Most important of all is to expose the pups to as wide a variety of people as 
possible—people of differing ages, sizes, skin color, and dress. Many dogs can be 
particularly apprehensive of men and very small children if they were not 
exposed to them during the early socialization period. “I invite neighborhood kids 
over to play with all my pups,” says Ganung. “I let them pick them up, always 
while I’m there to supervise.” 
Dunbar recommends that a puppy meet at least 100 different people by age 12 
weeks. “Not only is this easier to do than it might sound,” he explains, “it’s also lots 
of fun.” Breeders can arrange to have small groups of friends and family visit the 
pups, and take pups to public areas such as pet-supply stores and school 
grounds. 
A Standard of Care 

Because of the evidence that early socialization can prevent serious canine 
behavior problems such as fear, avoidance, and aggression, in 2008 the AVSAB 
issued the position statement that it should be the standard of care for puppies to 
be socialized in the first 12 weeks. 
An excellent means of early socialization is for puppies to attend puppy-
kindergarten classes. Although many vets have held that puppies should not be 
exposed to strange dogs before 12 to 16 weeks because of disease risk, the 
AVSAB supports participation in puppy kindergarten classes before the full series 
of puppy vaccines has been completed as long as all puppies in the class are 
vet-checked to be healthy and parasite-free upon entering the class and are 
kept current on vaccinations. 
An AVSAB position statement says, “Veterinarians specializing in behavior 
recommend that owners take advantage of every safe opportunity to expose 
young puppies to the great variety of stimuli that they will experience in their 
lives. Enrolling in puppy classes prior to 3 months of age can be an excellent 
means of improving training, strengthening the human-animal bond, and 
socializing puppies in an environment where risk of illness can be minimized.” 
By taking steps to see that the pups you breed are properly socialized during 
those critical first 12 weeks, you are helping to ensure that they will grow to be 
happy, well-rounded companions for life. 

 

 



 

 

American Kennel Club News 

New AKC Amateur Owner-Handler Class 

 
 Effective January 2009 the AKC has added a new class; The Amateur Owner 
Handler. Rules for this class are: 
 
“The Amateur Owner Handler class shall be for dogs that are at least six months of 
age that are not champions. Dogs must be handled in the class by the registered 
owner of the dog. The class is restricted to exhibitors who have not, at any point 
in time, been a professional handler.  Additionally, members of the immediate 
family or household of a current professional handler are ineligible for the class.” 
(chapter 3 section 7 of Rules Applying to Dog Shows) 
 
AKC S.T.A.R. PuppySM Program! 

 
The AKC S.T.A.R. PuppySM is an exciting new program designed to get dog owners 
and their puppies off to a good start. The AKC S.T.A.R. PuppySM Program is an 
incentive program for loving dog owners who have taken the time to take their 
puppies through a basic training class. 
 
The Benefits of Training 
Training classes teach you how to best communicate with your puppy. 
Organized training classes also provide an opportunity for your dog to socialize 
with other dogs. In classes aimed at earning the AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy distinction, 
you’ll be able to get information on all of your puppy-raising questions including 
housetraining, chewing, and the most effective way to teach practical skills such 
as coming when called. AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy training is a natural lead in to the 
AKC® Canine Good Citizen® Program. 
 
How It Works 
When you complete a basic training class (taught by an AKC Approved CGC 
Evaluator) with your puppy (up to 1 year old) your puppy is eligible to be enrolled 
in the AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy Program. 
 
Your browser may not support display of this image. You'll attend any puppy or 
basic training class at least 6 weeks. Your instructor will administer the AKC S.T.A.R. 
Puppy test at the end of the course. Upon passing the test, you'll get an 
application to send to AKC® for enrollment in the AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy Program. All 
dogs are welcome to participate in the AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy Program including 
purebreds and mixed breeds. 
 
Your puppy will receive the AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy Medal (for display or memento 
purposes; not suitable as a collar tag). You and your puppy will be listed in the 
AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy records. In addition, so that you can continue learning, you’ll 
receive our AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy package that includes: 
 
    * A beautiful, frameable certificate designating your puppy is in the AKC 
S.T.A.R. Puppy records at AKC 
    * AKC Puppy Handbook, a valuable resource 
    * Discount to enroll in AKC Companion Animal Recovery Corporation, a 24-hour 
recovery service 
    * Ongoing Monthly Email Newsletter: Your AKC. This includes training tips and 
up-to-date information every dog owner needs to know. We want you and your 
puppy to continue learning beyond puppy classes. 
 
To get started in your AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy training, check out AKC CGC Approved 
Evaluators. 
 
American Kennel Club , 8051 Arco Corporate Drive, Raleigh, NC 27617, 
www.akc.org, (919) 233-9767 
 
For more information on AKC S.T.A.R. PuppySM , contact starpuppy@akc.org. 

 

 



 

 

Letter From the Secretary  

Report of the Secretary: 
 
SC Division Officers met in Glen Rose, TX.  The next meeting of the SC Division 
Representatives will be held 1 hour after Best of Breed on Saturday March 21st in 
Ft. Worth, TX. 
 
Each member of the club who participated in the 2008 AKC Canine Experience 
received a certificate of appreciation.  These were handed out at the February 
19th meeting.  We have voted to participate in the event again this year. 
Once we get approval to hold a Specialty show we will determine the best time 
and location for our first specialty. 
 
I would like to extend a warm welcome to our newest member, Kim Felix who 
was voted in to membership on Feb 19th. 
 
Tracy Purser, Secretary, GDCOK 

Interested in Joining the GDC of Oklahoma?  

Membership 
 
Interested in joining Great Dane Club of Oklahoma? For membership 
 
information or to obtain an application, please contact 
 
Brenda Young by phone (405) 962-9242 or by e-mail at 
 
royalsoonerdanesandborzoi@cox.net 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Great Dane Club of Oklahoma Officers  

Officers 

 
  
 

Betsy Phelan…………………………President 
 
  
 

Frank Young………………………   Vice-President 
 
  
 

Beverly Ballard………………………Treasurer 
 
  
 

Tracy Purser………………………….Secretary 
 
  
 
  
 

Board of Directors 

 
  
 

      Betsy Phelan                                          Beverly Ballard 
 
  
 

Frank Young                                          Mike Holle 
 
  
 

      Tracy Purser                                           Brian January 
 

GDC of Oklahoma Website Information  

 
 
Great Dane Club of Oklahoma website : www.greatdaneclubofoklahoma.org 
 
Web Mistress : Brenda Young (contact info on website) 

 

 

 



 

 

Heartland Great Dane Rescue  

 
 
 
Heartland Great Dane Rescue website : www.heartlandgdr.org 
 
President : Jan Cates (contact info on website) 

GDCOK Newsletter Submission Deadlines  

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS 

 
Please send your submissions for the Newsletter to the 
 
Editor (Brandi Bass) by the following dates : 
 
March 11 – for 1st quarter newsletter 
 
June 11 – for 2nd quarter newsletter 
 
September 11 – for 3rd quarter newsletter 
 
December 11 – for 4th quarter newsletter 
 
  
 
E-mail them to the Newsletter Editor at bsparklz@gmail.com  with the 
 
subject line: GDCOK Newsletter (along with the Quarter). 

 

 

 



 

 

Brags and Bitches  

Apollo Great Danes 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
EIO's Hail Storm of Apollo "Hailey" Wins Best in Match at Canine Sports Academy 
Fun Match 

 

 



 

 

 
 

EIO's Hail Storm of Apollo "Hailey" Wins Best of Opposite to Best in Sweeps in Hutto, 
TX 
 
 
 

Turbo Danes 
 

 
 
TurboDanes has a new addition: 
 
Introducing…Turbo’s LeMans Protoype “Lola” 
 
Lola is out of Ch Orion-Turbo Charged Hemi x Ch Turbo’s She’s Got The Look  

 
 

 



 

 

Royal Sooner Great Danes 

 

 

 
 

Yonah goes WD/BOW (Major Win) to finish his AKC Championship Title at the 
Great Dane Club of Greater Dallas Specialty-- March 20, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


